
Blueprint for  
Grassroots action



Farm Bureau has a long tradition of 
being one of the most recognized 
organizations at the Ohio Statehouse 
and the U.S. Capitol.  This continues 
today because of our comprehensive 
grassroots efforts.  Here are just a few 
reasons why you should get involved:

•	 Agriculture	is	your	livelihood	and	grassroots	
political action is a cost of doing business.

•	 Strength	in	numbers	–	the	more	individual	
members engaged in the process, the more 
effective the group.

•	 Your	elected	officials	need	to	hear	from	you	
personally, not just your lobbyists in Columbus 
and Washington.

•	 Politics	is	a	contact	sport	and	only	those	that	
have	effective	contact	with	their	elected	officials	
win.

•	 Opponents	of	agriculture	are	involved	and	are	
working against your interests.

How can farm Bureau 
Members Be engaged in 
public policy?
Farm Bureau is an organization that capitalizes 
on the power of working together.  It is through 
collaborative efforts we achieve our individual and 
organizational goals.  To this end, each county 
Farm	Bureau	has	a	Public	Policy	Action	Team	that	
has at its core the following functions:

Policy Development, Policy 
Implementation, and Political Action
Each year county Farm Bureaus engage in policy 
development.  Through this process our members discuss 
the major issues that are impacting the agriculture 
industry and make policy suggestions at the local, 
state, and national levels.  The policies suggested lead 
to discussion, debate, and approval of a set of policy 
resolutions that give our public policy staff and grassroots 
advocates direction for Farm Bureau’s position on public 
policy matters.  For more information and resources 
about the policy development process, please visit  
http://ofbf.org/policy-and-politics/policy-development/ 
or	contact	your	County	Farm	Bureau	office.

Why should  
farm Bureau Members  
Be engaged in public policy?



Policy Implementation
One of the major goals of Farm Bureau is to provide 
effective legislative representation for members at the 
state and national levels.

To be effective, Farm Bureau members must work with 
public policy staff to communicate with their state 
and federal legislators to familiarize them with Farm 
Bureau’s position on legislative, regulatory, and legal 
issues.

Through	legislative	district	meetings,	events	like	Ag	Day	
at	the	Capitol,	the	annual	County	Presidents’	Trip	to	
Washington	DC,	and	regular	communication	(e-mail,	
phone, in-person, social media, and other elements in our 
grassroots tool box), Farm Bureau members play a critical 
role in supporting our professional government relations 
staff and advancing Farm Bureau policies through the 
public policy process.  More information about Farm 
Bureau’s grassroots tool box and ways for members 
to engage in the public policy process are included 
throughout	this	Blueprint	for	Grassroots	Action.

Political Action
With the advent of term limits and the general 
lack of agricultural experience among legislators, 
it is important to elect candidates that understand 
and are supportive of issues that positively impact 
agriculture.

To achieve the policy goals of the Farm Bureau, 
members must establish relationships with their 
elected	officials	at	all	levels.		The	best	way	to	
develop	these	relationships	is	to	help	the	officials	
get elected.

Through	the	work	of	the	OFBF	Agriculture	for	
Good	Government	Political	Action	Committee	
(AGGPAC),	candidate	and	incumbent	reviews,	
voter registration programs, get-out-the-vote 
activities and candidate support committees, 
Farm Bureau can help elect agriculture friendly 
candidates who in turn will help Farm Bureau 
protect the interests of Ohio agriculture.

Tips for Calling your 



Tips for Writing or  
E-mailing Elected Officials:
When	responding	to	an	OFBF	Public	Policy	Action	Alert,	
you can use Ohio Farm Bureau’s on-line Legislative 
Action	Center	to	look	up	your	legislators	contact	
information and to send them an e-mail, just 
go to www.farmvotesmatter.org.
•	 Write	your	email	or	letter	as	an	individual,	not	as	a	

Farm Bureau representative. Legislators want to hear 
from	“real	constituents,”	not	organization	officials.	

•	 Email	or	write	your	letter	as	soon	as	possible.	
Legislation can move quickly and legislators need to 
hear from you BEFORE they vote. 

•	 Keep	your	email	or	letter	brief	and	to	the	point.	An	
email that is a paragraph or two is great, but letters 
should be no more than one page. 

•	 Stick	to	one	or	two	issues	and	clearly	identify	them.	A	
one-sentence description is fine. Give a bill number if 
you have one. 

•	 Open	your	email	or	letter	by	clearly	stating	your	position	
in the first paragraph. Follow up by giving reasons why 
the legislator should support your position. 

•	 Personalize	your	email	or	letter.	Let	the	legislator	
know how the legislation will affect you and the people 
and businesses you serve. 

•	 Use	a	respectful	tone	in	your	email	or	letter.	It’s	okay	
to disagree with the legislator, but never attack him or 
her personally. 

•	 Always	put	your	return	address	in	the	email	or	letter.		
•	 Conclude	your	email	or	letter	by	urging	the	legislator	

to take action in support of your position and thank 
him or her for taking the time to consider your views.

Tips for Calling your
Elected Officials Office:
Be Prepared - Think, or even practice, what you want to say.
Talk to Right Person - Remember that telephone calls may 
be taken by a staff member, not the legislator. When 
asking a legislator to vote yes or no, you can share that 
with the person answering the phone. If you need to say 
more, ask to speak with the aide who handles the issue.
Identify Yourself - State your name, address, and indicate 
that you are a constituent.
Be Brief and Concise - Tell the person answering the phone 
that you would like to leave a brief message, such as: 
“Please	tell	Senator/Representative	(Name)	that	I	
support/oppose	(House	Bill	___	or	Senate	Bill	___).”
Provide Reasons - Say why you support or oppose a bill. 
Ask	for	your	legislator’s	position	on	the	bill.	You	may	
also request a written response to your telephone call.
Say Thank You - Thank the person answering the phone 
for	his/her	time.	After	a	vote,	call	again	and	thank	your	
legislator for their vote.

farm Bureau’s 
Grassroots tool Box
➨ Action Alerts on Key Votes
➨ Capitol or district office meetings
➨ E-mails to Elected Officials
➨ Farm Forums/On-Farm Policy  

Round-Table Meetings
➨ Farm Tours for Elected Officials
➨ Key Contacts Program
➨ Legislative District Meetings
➨ Letters to the Editor
➨ Members Testifying Before House/ 

Senate Committees
➨ Filing Public Comments on Rules

➨ Personal Letters or 
Faxes to Elected 

 Officials
➨ Petition Signature Drives
➨ Phone calls to Elected Officials
➨ Post-Cards to Elected Officials
➨ Rallies or Special Events
➨ Social Media Contact with Elected 
 Officials
➨ Surveys to illustrate potential impact 
 of issues on farmers
➨ Tele-Town Halls



County Farm Bureaus:
•	 County	Farm	Bureau	Boards	of	Trutsees	are	asked	

to complete informal incumbent review evaluation 
forms on incumbents and participate in Open Seat 
Screenings in legislative districts where an incumbent 
is not running for re-election

•	 County	Farm	Bureau	leaders	can	host	candidates	for	
an	hour	or	two	during	the	county	fair	–	use	this	as	an	
opportunity to walk the candidate around the barns 
and introduce him/her to the agricultural community, 
talk about issues important to your county and Ohio 
agriculture	as	well	as	show	off	the	4-H/FFA	youth	
programs

•	 Host	a	Meet	the	Candidate’s	Reception	in	conjunction	
with	your	County	Farm	Bureau	Annual	Meeting

•	 Work	with	local	Chambers	of	Commerce,	League	of	
Women	Voters,	Rotary/Kiwanis	Clubs,	and/or	other	
organizations to host a Candidate Forum, be sure to 
publicize this event well and build a large attendance

•	 Conduct	a	Voter	Registration	Drive	within	your	
county Farm Bureau membership and your 
community

political involvement opportunities
You as an Individual  
(not on “Farm Bureau time”):
•	 Research	your	local	and	statewide	candidates	–	get	

to know their background, policy positions, and 
philosophies on issues.  Visit their campaign website, 
attend events where they speak, and read about them 
in the newspaper; make an educated choice about who 
to support

•	 Winning	an	election	often	costs	a	great	deal	of	money	
so consider donating personal funds to candidates you 
suppport,	Ohio	Farm	Bureau’s	Agriculture	for	Good	
Government	Political	Action	Committee,	and/or	your	
local political party

Volunteer for candidates and/or 
your local political party by:
•	 Making	phone	calls	to	candidate’s	supporters	or	

potential supporters
•	 Going	door-to-door	for	a	candidate	to	distribute	

literature and meet voters
•	 Assist	the	candidate	with	72-hour	or	Get	Out	the	
Vote	(GOTV)	programs

•	 Walk	in	parades	with	candidates	or	attend	local	
events where they are speaking or work a shift at 
campaign headquarters

•	 Help	distribute	yard	signs	and	pick	them	up	after	
the election

•	 Create	a	Farmer	Support	Committee	to	advise	the	
candidate on agricultural issues and to reach out 
to other farmers in the county

•	 Host	a	house	party	or	farm	tour	for	a	candidate	
or	issue	that	you	support	–	invite	your	friends,	
family, and neighbors to come get to know the 
candidate or learn more about an issue

Learn more about farm-friendly candidates and ways to get involved at www.farmvotesmatter.org



Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
280 N. High Street  |  Columbus, Ohio 43215

p. 614.249.2400  |  f. 614.249.2200
www.ofbf.org

www.FarmVotesMatter.org

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER:

facebook.com/FarmVotesMatter twitter.com/OHFarmVotes
facebook.com/OhioFarmBureau twitter.com/OhioFarmBureau



oHio farM Bureau KeY contact profile

Date:  _____________________ 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________
 First Middle Last

Salutation (Mr., Mrs., Ms.):   ____________ Preferred Name:  _______________________________________

Employer/Company Name:  ______________________________________________________________________  

OFBF Membership ID#:  _________________________________________________________________________

Professional Title:  ______________________________________________________________________________

PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS: 
Home/Work:  _______________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________  State:  __________  Zip:  ___________  County: _______________

Phone:  _________________________________________________

Fax:  ____________________________________________________

Email Address:  __________________________________________

OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION:*
Please use VG = Very Good, G = Good, F= Fair, and N = None to indicate the level of your relationship with a legislator below.

Representative _______________________ House District Number ___________  Relationship _____________

Representative _______________________ House District Number ___________  Relationship _____________

Representative _______________________ House District Number ___________  Relationship _____________

Senator _____________________________ Senate District Number __________  Relationship _____________

Senator _____________________________ Senate District Number __________  Relationship _____________

Senator _____________________________ Senate District Number __________  Relationship _____________

CONGRESSIONAL OR  STATEWIDE RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION:*
Name _______________________________ Title __________________________ Relationship _____________

Name _______________________________ Title __________________________ Relationship _____________

Name _______________________________ Title __________________________ Relationship _____________

*Please attach additional pages to list more relationships you may have.

SPECIFIC AREA OF INTEREST (i.e., Agriculture, Grain, Livestock, Fruit & Vegetable Production, etc.):
______________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE MARK THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE:
I wish to continue serving as a Farm Bureau Contact   ❏
Thanks, but I no longer wish to serve as a Farm Bureau Key Contact  ❏

Please return this form to:
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation Phone: 614.246.8289
280 N. High Street  Fax: 614.246.8689
PO Box 182383 Email: info@ofbf.org
Columbus, OH 43218-2382 

Found on your OFBF Membership Card

facebook.com/FarmVotesMatter
facebook.com/OhioFarmBureau

twitter.com/OHFarmVotes 
twitter.com/OhioFarmBureau



ohio farm Bureau federation agriculture for 
Good Government political action commttee

contribute toDaY
Help manage political risk for Ohio agriculture. Join with farmers like yourself to identify and support candidates 
and	elected	officials	who	understand	agriculture’s	issues	and	will	generally	cast	farm-friendly	votes.	Contribute	to	
Ohio	Farm	Bureau’s	Agriculture	for	Good	Government	Political	Action	Committee	(AGGPAC).

Name:	_______________________________________________________________________________________

County:	______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

City: 	_____________________________________  State:	 _________________   Zip:	 _________________

Occupation:	___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Employer:	____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:	_______________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail:	_______________________________________________________________________________________

Yes	I	am	willing	to	support	AGGPAC’s	efforts	to	elect	and	re-elect	farm-friendly	candidates.	Enclosed	is	my	gift	in	
the amount of:

❏ $10 ❏ $50 ❏ $250	 ❏ $	750	 Other___________________
❏ $25	 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ $1,000

Please	make	checks	payable	to	AGGPAC.

Contributions	to	AGGPAC	are	voluntary	and	are	used	for	political	purposes.	Members	have	the	right	to	refuse	to	
contribute	without	suffering	any	reprisals.	A	member	may	contribute	more	or	less	than	the	suggested	amount,	
or may contribute nothing at all, without it affecting his or her membership status, rights, or benefits. Federal 
law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation, and name of 
employer	for	each	individual	whose	contributions	aggregate	in	excess	of	$200	in	a	calendar	year.

Contributions	to	AGGPAC	are	not	deductible	as	charitable	contributions	for	federal	income	tax	purposes.	

Please return this form to:
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

280	N.	High	Street
PO	Box	182383

Columbus,	OH	43218-2382

Phone:	614.246.8289
Fax:	614.246.8689
Email: info@ofbf.org 

facebook.com/FarmVotesMatter
facebook.com/OhioFarmBureau

twitter.com/OHFarmVotes 
twitter.com/OhioFarmBureau


