Hosting a Successful Farm Tour for
Elected Officials: A How-To Guide

Introduction: Organizing a farm tour for elected officials is an excellent way to foster understanding and
appreciation for the agricultural industry. By providing lawmakers with a firsthand experience, you can
effectively communicate the challenges and successes of local farmers. This guide will help you plan and
execute a successful farm tour that leaves a lasting impression on elected officials.

Step 1: Define Objectives

Clearly outline the goals of the farm tour. Whether
it’s to educate officials on modern farming practices,
showcase sustainable initiatives, or discuss policy
implications, having defined objectives will guide
your planning process.

Step 2: Identify Participants

Reach out to local elected officials, both at the state
and local levels, as well as their staff members.
Ensure a diverse representation to maximize the
impact

of the tour.

Step 3: Secure Farm Participation

Coordinate with local farmers willing to host

Step 5: Inform Participants

Send out invitations well in advance, providing
details about the tour, including the itinerary,
meeting points, and any special instructions. Request
RSVPs to confirm attendance.

Step 6: Prepare Presentations and Materials

Work with the participating farmers to prepare
presentations that highlight key aspects of
their operations. Provide elected officials with
informational materials about the farms, local
agriculture, and relevant policy issues.

Step 7: Facilitate Engagement

During the tour, encourage open dialogue between
elected officials and farmers. Allow time for

the tour. Consider selecting farms that represent questions and discussions at each farm. Consider i
various aspects of agriculture, such as crop farming, having a moderator or facilitator to guide the &

livestock production, or specialty crops. Confirm
the availability of the farmers and ensure they are
prepared to share insights about their operations.

Step 4: Plan Logistics

« Date and Time: Choose a date that accommodates
the schedules of elected officials. Ensure the timing
aligns with the farming activities on the chosen
farms.

o Transportation: Arrange transportation for the

officials, considering the distance between farms and

the level of accessibility.

o Itinerary: Develop a detailed itinerary outlining the

schedule, activities, and speakers at each farm. Allow

time for questions and discussions.

« Meals: Plan for meals and snacks, ensuring they
reflect local agricultural products. Consider
partnering with local food producers.

conversation.

Step 8: Capture the Experience

Assign someone to document the tour through
photos and videos. This content can be valuable for
follow-up communications, social media, and future
advocacy efforts.

Step 9: Follow-Up

Send a thank-you note to the elected officials for their
participation. Include any additional information or
resources discussed during the tour. Express your
willingness to continue the conversation and offer
assistance on agricultural policy matters.

Step 10: Evaluate and Iterate

Gather feedback from both elected officials and
participating farmers. Use this information to
evaluate the success of the tour and identify areas for
improvement. Consider hosting similar events in the
future to maintain and strengthen relationships.

Conclusion: By following these steps, you can organize a farm tour that effectively engages elected officials,
promotes understanding of agriculture, and establishes a foundation for ongoing collaboration and support.
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